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Activities : 

Here are a few reflection questions you can ask children as you read the book with them: 

1. When Gabe buries her number 9 jersey in her closet, saying it’s “the worst number in 

the world”, how do you think she feels? Have you ever felt like her? Why? 

2. Her Grandma tells Gabe her that she had to dress as a boy to play hockey and that 

when she got caught, she had to stop playing. 

a. Why does Grandma say she wasn’t as lucky as Gabe? 

b. Have you ever been told you couldn’t do something because you were a boy 

or a girl? How did it feel? 

c. If you hear someone telling you someone else he or she can’t do something 

based on this person’s gender, how can you react? 

3. How does Gabe feel when she is looking at the rafters at the end of the story? Why is 

she feeling this way? 

 

Material included : 

● The Highest Number in the World book 

Abstract: 9-year-old Gabe (Gabriella) Murray lives and breathes hockey. She's the 
youngest player on her new team, she has a nifty move that her teammates call "the Gabe," 
and she shares a lucky number with her hero, Hayley Wickenheiser: number 22. But when 
her coach hands out the team jerseys, Gabe is stuck with number 9. Crushed, Gabe wants 
to give up hockey altogether. How can she play without her lucky number? Gabe's 
grandmother soon sets her straight, though--from her own connection to the number 9 in 
her hockey-playing days to all the greats she cheered for who wore it, she soon convinces 
Gabe that this new number might not be so bad after all. 


